1 SAMUEL 2:11-21, 26

Young Men In Ministry

1. Recap (2:11)

2. Bad Examples: Hophni & Phinehas (2:12-17)
a. “Priests” by Title (2:12)
b. Greedy for Selfish Gain (2:13-16a)

c. Abuses Authority (2:16b-17)

3. Good Example: Samuel (2:18-21, 26)
a. Growing in Ministry (2:18)

b. Growing in Maturity (2:19-21)

c. Growing in Godly Reputation (2:26)

4. Examples to Follow

a. For Young People
b. For Young Men

c. For All People



1. What are some things that you can praise God for this week?
What are some ways that you could use prayer?

2. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you
find most helpful, most challenging, or most troubling?

3. On Sunday, we thought about what it could look like to help
young men growing into ministry.

a. Consider 1 Timothy 4:6-16. How can we give young men safe
space to grow into these commands? What is the church’s
role in these commands to Timothy by implication?

b. Consider how in 1 Samuel 2:16, how some of the Israelites
gently corrected Eli’s sons with regard to the law (Word) of
God. Consider your responsibility to be full of God’s Word, for
the sake of people younger than you (in ministry or not)

- Consider Proverbs 11:14; 15:22; 24:6; 27:6.

c. We often associate ability, or position with character. How has
this mistake hurt the church within the last few decades?

« How does this change the way we encourage young people
into ministry (be it missions, teaching, pastoral, music,
etc.)?

4. On Sunday, we looked at the ugliness of Phineas and Hophni
using their ministry position for greedy gain (taking meat to roast
in an unlawful way).

a. How can positions of influence (mentorship relationships, peer
relationships, parenting, etc.) be used to feed sinful appetites
in other ways? (How do we sometimes use our positions or
relationships to satisfy sinful cravings)?

b. Consider Philippians 2:1-5, Matthew 5:47, 1 Corinthians
10:24. How do these verses speak to the question above?

5. Pray together, that God would help us to grow before him as we
serve one another selflessly.



