
 

Why Genealogies? 

Why This Genealogy? 

1. It shows us Esau had some                      through                       

2. It helps us see that the Edomites were                                        

3. It causes us to reflect on Esau’s                           

4. It prepares us for                        greater                           

5. It reminds us of God’s                                                  

THE GENERATIONS OF ESAU (36:1-43)



1. Share how you’ve seen God at work in this previous week (perhaps in 
answer to prayer requests), or other ways you’ve seen his goodness.


2. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find 
most helpful, most challenging, or most troubling? Please explain.


3. This chapter concludes our series in this part of Genesis. Take a few 
minutes to thumb through chapters 25-35, reviewing the big 
movements in the story.


a. What sticks out the most? Which parts were most impactful? What 
truths will you remember the most? How will you respond?


b. While Jacob will remain in the background in the next section of 
Genesis, we will not meet several characters again—including Isaac, 
Rebekah, Esau, Laban, Rachel, and Leah. Which of these people, if 
any, did you relate to? Who would you have liked to know more of?


4. a.   What groups of people, if any, do you tend to think of as a faceless, 
      nameless mass of humanity, and forget the individuals who matter?


b. Just as Genesis 36 encouraged Israel to consider the humanity and 
history of their Edomite relatives, are there any steps you could take 
to better understand or relate to those you differ from?


c. Regardless of who wins the election on Monday night, many 
Canadians—including a number of Christians—will be disappointed. 
Where in God’s word should His people turn for perspective and 
hope in a time like this? (Consider 1 Timothy 2:1-6.)


5. Read 1 Corinthians 7:12-16 & 39.


a. Recognizing that “made holy” in this context does not necessarily 
mean “save,” discuss the effect that a Christian spouse can have on 
an unbelieving partner. Where or how have you seen this lived out?


b. If this is true, why would Paul prohibit a woman from choosing to 
marry an unbeliever (v. 39)? How do verses 17-24 help us here?


6. While Paul’s discussion of Jacob and Esau in Romans 9:10-13 does not 
rule out our involvement in God’s mission (see 10:13-15), it does keep 
our focus on the Lord: see the conclusion of that section in 11:33-36. 
Read those verses as a finale to this series, and respond in prayer.

next week: Isaiah 13:1-14:27


