
The Harvest and the Labourers (Matthew 9:35-10:5) 

1. A Summary of Jesus’ Ministry (9:35) 

2. A Glimpse into Jesus’ Heart (9:36) 

3. A Call from Jesus to Pray (9:37-38) 

4. A Mission to Jesus’ Apostles 

a. The Calling of the Twelve (10:1) 

b. The Authority of the Twelve (10:1) 

c. The Identity of the Twelve (10:2-4) 

d. The Sending of the Twelve (10:5) 

5. Responding to Jesus Today 

a. Sharing Jesus’ Heart 

b. Answering Jesus’ Call to Pray 

c. Participating in Jesus’ Mission 
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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, 
most challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. Can you think of a time in your life where you prayed for something, and God made 
you the answer to your prayers? Or, perhaps a current situation where this could be 
the case? 

3. a. According to the following passages, what does it mean for God’s people to be  
    like sheep without a shepherd? Numbers 27:12-18; 1 Kings 22:17, 34-37; 
    Ezekiel 34:1-6, Zechariah 10:2 

b. According to these passages, what is God’s solution to this recurring problem? 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 23-24; Micah 5:2-4 

c. What do these previous passages tell us about the character and identity of 
Jesus? How do they help us understand John 10:11-16? 

4. a. Consider how some of the first disciples first came to Jesus (Matthew 4:18-22,  
    9:9). How did this prepare them to respond to Jesus’ commission in chapter 10? 

b. According to the following passages, how did you first come to Jesus? 
Romans 1:6-7; 1 Corinthians 1:9, 26-31; 2 Timothy 1:9. How do you respond to 
this idea? 

c. How does understanding (of being called) help you think about obedience to 
Jesus—and participation in His mission—in your life today? 

5. Read Philippians 1:5, and note how the Apostle Paul considered the Philippians to 
be his “partners” in the work he did. 

a. What does Philippians 4:10 & 18 tell us about the nature of this partnership? 

b. According to Philippians 1:27-30, what else did it mean for them to be partners? 

c. Think of someone you know who is doing similar kind of work to the Apostle Paul 
did. What might it look like for you to partner with them, and what can you learn 
from the Philippians in this?
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