
The First Commission (Matthew 10:5-25) 

1. The Mission (vv. 5-15) 

a. Where (vv. 5-6) 

b. What (vv. 7-8a) 

c. How (vv. 8b-15) 

2. The Opposition (vv. 16-25) 

a. Wisdom and Innocence (vv. 16-18) 

b. Anxiety and Provision (vv. 19-20) 

c. Endurance and Salvation (vv. 21-22) 

d. Fleeing and Coming (v. 23) 

e. Summary (vv. 24-25) 

3. The Application 
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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, 
most challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. What’s something in your life that you did even though you knew it was going to be 
difficult and hard? Was it worth it? 

3. Compare this “First Commission” in Matthew 10 to the “Great Commission” in 
Matthew 28:18-20. 

a. What’s different between these two commissions? 

b. What’s similar? Or, put differently, what aspects of the “First Commission” still 
apply to the “Great Commission”? 

c. Was the “Great Commission” just for the twelve Apostles, or for all the church?   
What clues in 28:18-20 itself help us answer that question? 

4. Does Matthew 10:8-10 demand that Christians (or at least ministers of the gospel) 
should be poor? Consider how the following passages help us answer this question: 
Luke 22:35-36, Philippians 4:10-13, 1 Timothy 6:6-11. 

5. a. Do you think it’s true that many of us assume it should be easy to follow Jesus?  

b. What aspects of the Christian life can be affected by this wrong assumption? 

c. Would anything change in your life if you assumed that following Jesus should be 
challenging? 

6. “Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who 
are mistreated, since you also are in the body” (Hebrews 13:3). 

a. Consider how you might more faithfully pray for persecuted believers—for 
example, by signing up for updates at store.vomcanada.org/subscribe. 

b. Take some time with your small group to pray for the persecuted body of Christ 
around the world. 
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