
 

A. FIVE CHARACTERS 

1. The Simple 

Whoever is simple, let him turn in here! …Leave your simple ways, and live, and walk in the way of  
insight. (Proverbs 9:4, 6) 

Strike a scoffer, and the simple will learn prudence. (19:25) 

 When a scoffer is punished, the simple becomes wise. (21:11) 

The simple believes everything, but the prudent gives thought to his steps. (14:15) 

The simple inherit folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge. (14:18) 

The prudent sees danger and hides himself, but the simple go on and suffer for it. (22:3) 

2. The Fool 

The wise of  heart will receive commandments, but a babbling fool will come to ruin. (10:8) 

A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing his opinion. (18:2) 

A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back. (29:11) 

The way of  a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice. (12:15) 

Do not speak in the hearing of  a fool, for he will despise the good sense of  your words (23:9) 

 Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him. (26:12) 

Crush a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, yet his folly will not depart from him. 
(27:22). 

If  a wise man has an argument with a fool, the fool only rages and laughs, and there is no quiet. (29:9) 

Let a man meet a she-bear robbed of  her cubs rather than a fool in his folly. (17:12) 

	 (See also Proverbs12:16, 15:14, 15:21, 10:23, 13:19, 13:16, 14:16, 14:8, 13;10, 17:16, 20:3, 26:3-12, 
27:3.) 
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3. The Scoffer 

“Scoffer” is the name of  the arrogant, haughty man who acts with arrogant pride. (21:24) 

A scoffer seeks wisdom in vain. (14:6) 

The devising of  folly is sin, and the scoffer is an abomination to mankind. (24:9) 

	 (See also Proverbs 15:12, 24:8-9, 29:8, 19:29, 19:25, 21:11, 22:10.) 

4. The Wicked 

Doing wrong is like a joke to a fool. (10:23) 

…to turn away from evil is an abomination to fools. (13:19) 

One who is wise is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is reckless and careless. (14:16) 

The mouth of  the wicked conceals violence. (10:6). 

Deceit is in the heart of  those who devise evil. (12:20) 

The soul of  the wicked desires evil; his neighbor finds no mercy in his eyes. (21:10) 

…the wicked brings shame and disgrace. (13:5) 

	 (See also Proverbs 10:9 12:5, 12:10, 12:12; 16:30, 21:8, 21:18, 21:21, 28:1, 28:4, 28:12, 28:28, 29:6, 
29:10, 29:27, 30:20.) 

5. The Wise/Righteous 

When a wise man is instructed, he gains knowledge. (21:11) 

Reprove a man of  understanding, and he will gain knowledge. (19:25)  

The prudent gives thought to his steps. (14:15) 

The prudent are crowned with knowledge. (14:18) 

The wise of  heart will receive commandments. (10:8) 

A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back. (29:11) 

A wise man listens to advice. (12:15) 

Wisdom is pleasure to a man of  understanding. (10:23) 

With those who take advice is wisdom. (13:10) 
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The heart of  him who has understanding seeks knowledge. (15:14) 

Who can say, “I have made my heart pure; I am clean from my sin?” (20:9) 

One who is wise is cautious and turns away from evil. (14:16) 

	 (See also Proverbs 12:5, 12:10, 13:5, 14:6, 14:16, 14:33, 15:21, 17:24, 18:15, 20:5, 20:18, 20:3, 21:9, 
21:29, 22:3, 28:12, 29:6.) 

B. TWO OBSERVATIONS 

1. Wisdom and Folly Are Not About Our Intelligence, but Our Heart 

Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of  life. (4:23) 

As in water face reflects face, so the heart of  man reflects the man. (27:19) 

The heart of  the wise makes his speech judicious and adds persuasiveness to his lips. (16:23) 

2. Wisdom and Folly Are Seen in Our Words and Actions 

Even a child makes himself  known by his acts, by whether his conduct is pure and upright. (20:11) 

C. TWO QUESTIONS 

1. Why Does this matter? 

a. Because God Cares 

Those of  crooked heart are an abomination to the Lord, but those of  blameless ways are his 
delight. (11:20) 

The sacrifice of  the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, but the prayer of  the upright is 
acceptable to him. (15:8, see also 21:27) 

If  one turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer is an abomination. (28:9) 

Fools mock at the guilt offering, but the upright enjoy acceptance. (14:9) 

	 (See also Proverbs 14:2, 15:9, 15:26, 19:3.) 
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	 2. Because Wisdom and Folly Affect Us, Now and Into Eternity 

How much better to get wisdom than gold! To get understanding is to be chosen rather than silver. 
(16:16) 

Buy truth, and do not sell it; buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding. (23:23) 

Whoever gets sense loves his own soul; he who keeps understanding will discover good. (19:8) 

My son, eat honey, for it is good, and the drippings of  the honeycomb are sweet to your taste. 
Know that wisdom is such to your soul; if  you find it, there will be a future, and your hope will not 
be cut off. (24:13–14) 

 The fear of  the Lord prolongs life, but the years of  the wicked will be short. The hope of  the 
righteous brings joy, but the expectation of  the wicked will perish. The way of  the Lord is a 
stronghold to the blameless, but destruction to evildoers. The righteous will never be removed, but 
the wicked will not dwell in the land. (10:27–30) 

The wicked flee when no one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion. (28:1) 

When the tempest passes, the wicked is no more, but the righteous is established forever. (10:25) 

In the path of  righteousness is life, and in its pathway there is no death. (12:28) 

	 (See also Proverbs 10:6-7, 10:9, 10:10, 10:24, 11:3-8, 11:17–19, 11:21, 11:23, 11:27–31, 12:2–3, 12:7, 
12:8, 12:12, 12:20-21, 13:6, 13:9, 13:15, 13:21, 14:1, 14:11, 14:14, 14:19, 14:22, 14:32, 15:24, 
16:17, 16:22, 16:31, 17:2, 17:11, 17:19, 18:3, 19:29, 21:20–22, 21:7, 21:16, 22:5, 24:3-7, 24:15-16, 
24:19-22, 27:12, 28:10, 28:18, 28:26.) 

2. What About Us? 

But that is not the way you learned Christ!— assuming that you have heard about him and were 
taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put off  your old self, which belongs to your former manner 
of  life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of  your minds, and to 
put on the new self, created after the likeness of  God in true righteousness and holiness. 
(Ephesians 4:20–24) 
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