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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 
challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. 2 Tim 2:25-26 held out hope that some false teachers could turn to the truth through Timothy’s 
patient teaching. Today’s passage, however, tells Timothy that many of them will instead “go on 
from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived” (v. 13). 

a. While not exactly positive, this news is realistic. Why is being realistic better, and more 
important, than simply being positive? 

b. If you were in Timothy’s shoes, how would you have received the news found in today’s 
passage? 

c. Where is the encouragement for Timothy in today’s passage? Where is it found? 

3. When did the “last days” begin? See Acts 2:14-17, Hebrews 1:2, James 5:3, 1 Peter 1:20, 1 John 
2:18. Are we in the “last days”? 

4. Verses 2-5 describe the character of many people (especially the false teachers) in the last days.  

a. What on this list is familiar to you? What is surprising to you? 

b. A key phrase in this list is “having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power” (v. 5). 
Where does true godliness draw its power from? Consider the following passages:  
1 Timothy 3:16, 6:3; Titus 1:1; 2 Peter 1:3. 

c. What type of person would have the appearance of godliness but deny its power, and what 
lessons can we draw from all of this? 

5. Verses 10-15 orient Timothy to be faithful to the godly examples he has seen (vv. 10-14) and the 
Scripture, which those faithful people taught him (v. 15). 

a. Why are both relationships and the Bible important for staying faithful? (v. 14). 

b. Who are the faithful people whom you have followed and learned from? How have they 
helped you stay faithful thus far in your walk with God? 

c. Are there any relationships or practices you need to strengthen or establish in order for you 
to put vv. 10-15 into action? 
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