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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 
challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. Have you, or someone you’ve observed, ever been distracted by a teaching which, while not 
necessarily false, ended up being a distraction from the “main thing” of the gospel? How did it 
happen? How did you (or that other person) come to see things clearly? 

3. Compare v. 14 with 1 Tim 6:4, v. 16 with 1 Tim 6:20, and v. 17 with 1 Tim 1:20. Considering that 
Timothy was still dealing with these same issues after all of his time and effort in Ephesus, 

a. What does this tell us about the nature of church ministry? 

b. What does this tell us about the ongoing danger of false teaching? 

c. What does this tell us about the importance of being “reminded” (2 Tim 1:6, 2:8, 2:14)? 

4. Read carefully through verse 15. What phrases jump out at you the most, and why? 

5. Some Christians teach that we should “let go, and let God,” and that our efforts only interfere 
with God’s work. Others seem to think that the Christian life is all a matter of our own effort. 

a. Comparing 2 Timothy 2:1 and 2:15, how would you describe the right perspective on these 
matters? 

b. Consider what the following passages add to the discussion: 1 Cor 15:10, 2 Cor 9:8, Col 1:29. 

6. Consider the difference between “rightly handling the word of truth” and “wandering from the 
truth.” 

a. How can we tell the difference with others? With ourselves? 

b. What do Luke 24:25-27 & 44-47, Acts 8:30-35, and Acts 18:24-26 add to this discussion? 

c. What tools or resources have you found most trustworthy in helping you rightly handle the 
word of truth? 

7. Is there a next step you need to take as you do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, rightly handling the word of truth?
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