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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 
challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. Can you think of a situation (which you’re willing to share with your group) when you made a 
“common-sense” decision which later proved to be disastrous—or at least the wrong decision? 

3. Are you someone who is more naturally trusting, or more naturally sceptical? In what ways has 
this been a gift to you? In what ways has this been a challenge for you? 

4. This is now Joshua’s second major mistake recorded in this book.  

a. What does this tell us about the book of Joshua, especially its trustworthiness? 

b. What does this tell us about our expectations for our own leaders? For ourselves? 

5. Consider how God revealed His will in Joshua’s time compared to our own. 

a. How exactly was Joshua supposed to “ask counsel from the Lord”? See Numbers 27:18-21. 
See also 1 Sam 14:41-42 for an example of what this process might have looked like. 

b. According to Romans 12:2, how do you and I discern God’s will for our lives today? See also 
James 1:5, 2 Timothy 3:16-17, and 2 Peter 1:4-5. 

c. What are some differences between our situation and Joshua’s? What are some 
similarities? 

6. According to Ephesians 4:11-16, who all has a role to play in helping God’s people not be tricked 
“by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes” (Eph. 4:14)? 

a. Where do you find yourself in this passage? i.e. which words or phrases refer to someone in 
your position? 

b. In what ways, recently, have you been on the receiving end of what’s described in vv. 15-16? 

c. Where does your small group fit in to vv. 15-16? In what ways can your participation in your 
small group contribute to the growth and maturity of the body of Christ?
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