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A SERIES ON
MATTHEW 1-7

THE GOSPEL OF
THE KINGDOM



1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 
challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. What was your family’s take on revenge as a child? When your sibling hit you, were 
you allowed to hit them back? What other steps were you encouraged to take? 

3. Often times, when something bad happens to someone, it can be easy to think 
something like, “they deserved it”, or, “they had it coming.” 

a. What is the heart behind these kinds of attitudes? 

b. When someone wrongs you, have you ever “turned the other cheek,” but secretly 
hoped they get some sort of “karma”-type payback? What’s going on there? 

c. How should disciples of Jesus respond to being sinned against? (See Matthew 
18:15–20; Romans 12:9–21.) 

4. Read Romans 13:1–7. Thinking about the restrictions that have been imposed because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic: 

a. Based on what Jesus said in Matthew 5:41, how should disciples of Jesus respond to 
the restrictions and guidelines? 

b. Is this a situation where we’ve been asked to walk one mile (wear masks, etc.), but 
should be going two miles? That is, is there more that we should be doing as 
disciples of Jesus, or is basic compliance (doing only what is required and nothing 

more) sufficient in some cases? 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1–15 and 9:6–15. 

a. Paul’s instructions here are to be generous. What is the result of our generosity? 

b. As we are generous, our generosity and good works will abound more and more. 
How does this relate to Jesus’ command in Matthew 5:42? 

c. Have you ever been hesitant to give to someone (for example, someone on the 
street who asked for some money)? What should the default attitude of disciples of 
Jesus be toward these people? 

6. Was there anything in our passage this week that convicted you of sin? Take some time 
to repent of that sin, and remember God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ. Share with 
your small group what you can do to obey what Jesus commanded in this passage.
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