
Behold the Beloved Son 
Matthew 3:13–17 
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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 
challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. Consider how Jesus’ baptism made him appear like a sinner repenting from his sins. 

a. What other events from Jesus’ life could have given a similar appearance? 

b. Why was Jesus okay with all of this? What was His perspective? 

c. How concerned to you tend to be about appearances and what others think about 
you? How does this affect your behaviour, life, care for others, etc? 

d. What elements of Jesus’ practice and perspective can you apply? 

3. Review what we’ve learned about John’s baptism in these weeks. 

a. How many of these elements still also apply to Christian baptism? 

b. How does this help you understand or appreciate your own baptism (or encourage 
you to be baptized if you haven’t already)? 

4. Read Isaiah 52:13-53:12. 

a. While this passage tells us much about the death of Christ, make note of everything 
which references—or was fulfilled by—His life. 

b. If we thought more about the perfect life of Jesus, what might some effects be for us? 

c. After reading 53:11, read Philippians 3:7-11. What are the connections? What do 
they mean for you, today? 

5. As the dove descended and the Father spoke, we saw fulfillments of Jesus’ role as the 
Servant of God (Isaiah 42:1-4), true Israel (Isaiah 44:3, Ezekiel 36:27, Jeremiah 31:20) 
and the Anointed Son of David (1 Samuel 16:13, 2 Samuel 7:12-16, Psalm 2:7-8). 

a. Which of these is the most meaningful to you? Why? 

b. Which of these is the least clear or understandable to you? What can you do to 
understand it better, and why is doing so important? 

6. If our response to the truth about Jesus should be amazement and worship, then what 
will that look like in your life this week?
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