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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 
challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. What’s one thing from this Sunday that you hope we talk about as a group? 

3. Imagine you were in Joseph’s place, and that you found out your fiancée was found to 
be pregnant before you were married. 

a. What would your response be to that kind of news? 

b. How would your family respond to the news? Would you be worried about their 
reaction? Why or why not? 

c. When faced with situations like this, do you tend to be more concerned with justice or 
compassion? What can you learn from Joseph in this passage? 

4. Take some time to read through Isaiah 7—9. Make some observations based on what 
you read: 

a. What was going on at the time that this passage was written? 

b. What would have expected when they first heard these prophecies? 

c. Note all the references in these chapters to a child being born. Are these all 
speaking about one child, or is there more going on? 

5. Compare this week's passage to Luke 2:1-21. 

a. Where Luke gives us a full historical account of Christ’s birth, Matthew is more 
interested in showing us ________________________________ (finish the sentence). 

b. Why are both Matthew’s and Luke’s perspectives important? 

6. This Sunday, we saw that the most glorious event (the birth of our Saviour) was 
surrounded by some awkward and painful human circumstances. Think of some other 
times God worked through similarly difficult circumstances, either in the Bible or in your 
own life. What are some lessons we can we learn from all this? 

7. When we consider that Jesus came to save us from our sin, 

a. Is there a behaviour, struggle, or area of your life that comes to mind? 

b. Is there a person in your life who seems like they’re beyond salvation? 

c. If we truly believed the angel’s words—that “he will save his people from their 
sins” (Matt 1:21)—would anything change in our attitudes or behaviours towards 
ourselves or others? 

d. Is there anything you need to do this week in response to this truth?

October 4, 2020 EBC Small Groups ebcnipawin.ca

http://ebcnipawin.ca

