
Emmanuel Baptist Church January 5, 2020 Small Groups

1 TIMOTHY 5:17–25 
DISCUSSION GUIDE

Here are some questions and thoughts to help guide discussion: 

1. What stood out to you from this Sunday’s sermon? Was there anything that 

was new to you, or anything that surprised you? 

2. Verse 17 shows us that one of the main way elders “rule” (lead, manage, 

direct the affairs of the church) is through preaching and teaching. In other 

words, preaching and teaching are acts of leadership. Is this a new or a 

different idea to you, and in what ways? How should this mindset affect 

how we listen to the sermon on Sunday morning? 

3. How do you respond to the picture of not “muzzling an ox when it treads 

out the grain” (v. 18)? Do you think it’s true that some people treat the 

church like a public library, not ever thinking about contributing 

financially? What are some ways we can all graciously counteract this 

thinking, and what are some pitfalls we want to avoid as we do so? 

4. Timothy was not to “admit a charge” (or “entertain an accusation,” NIV) 

against an elder unless it came from two or three witnesses. How much 

grumbling or gossip would take place in churches if every person obeyed 

this directive? How will you respond if or when someone complains, 

grumbles or gossips to you about one of your leaders? 

5. Why is it so hard for us to obey Matthew 18:15 and follow that first step in 

Jesus’ process? What benefits do we miss out on when we don’t do this? 

Why is it important, and valuable, to follow this same pattern—of first 

speaking directly to the person concerned—when one of our leaders does 

or says something we believe is wrong? 

6. What does verse 23 tell us about divine healing and the use of medicine? 

(Compare this verse to Acts 19:11-12, which took place in that same city.)


