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1 TIMOTHY 3:14–16 
DISCUSSION GUIDE

Here are some questions and thoughts to help guide discussion: 

1. What stood out to you from this Sunday’s sermon? Was there anything that was 

new to you, or anything that surprised you? 

2. Try and remember a time where learning the "why" for something made the 

"what" a lot easier to do. 

3. On Sunday we learned that the word "ought" in verse 15 has the basic meaning 

of "must." In other words, the matters we've studied in chapters 2 and 3 (prayer 

for all peoples, roles of men and women, requirements for elders and deacons) 

are things we must practice as members of God's family. Is this idea of "no 

wiggle room," even in God's family, challenging to you at all? In what ways? 

4. Of the three descriptions of the church given in verse 15, which is the most 

meaningful or compelling to you? Which one helps you most understand why we 

"ought" to behave in these ways in the church? 

5. The church is a "pillar and buttress of the truth." Do you think we're doing a good 

job of displaying, declaring and defending the truth of verse 16 truth here at 

EBC? How could we do better? What part can you play in that? 

6. Which of the three points of application (being faithful to our mission, taking 

responsibility for our mission, and pursuing excellence in our mission) is the most 

compelling or challenging to you? Why? 

7. This Sunday, we were challenged to hold the gospel as precious to us. How 

precious is the gospel to you, really? Does the gospel have the place of priority 

in your life that it should? What about in the church? How does our personal 

appreciation of the gospel affect the church’s appreciation and prioritization of 

the gospel?


