
Emmanuel Baptist Church September 29, 2019 Small Groups

1 TIMOTHY 1:12–20 
DISCUSSION GUIDE

Here are some questions and thoughts to help guide discussion: 

1. Was there anything that stood out to you from this Sunday’s sermon? Was there 

anything that was new or that surprised you? 

2. Timothy was tasked with a very difficult job. Indeed, Paul even considered it to be 

spiritual warfare. In what ways was Timothy’s spiritual warfare different than ours? 

In what ways is it similar? 

(For further reading: Gen. 3:14-15; Luke 8:26-33; 2 Cor. 2:11; Col. 2:14-15; Eph. 6:10-20; 1 Thess. 

2:18; 2 Tim. 2:23-26; Heb. 2:14-15; 1 Pet. 5:8-9; Jam. 4:7; Rev. 12:10) 

3. After Paul encouraged Timothy to fight the war well, he reminded him of his 

past. Specifically, Paul reminded Timothy of the prophecies made about him, 

and his commission. As Christians, each of us has been commissioned for 

something special, whether or not elders have laid hands on us and prophesied 

over us. Instead of specific prophecies, what can we cling to from the past to 

encourage us in our task? 

(For further reading: Matt. 28:19-20; John 10:27-29; Acts 1:8; Eph. 1:11-14; 2:1-10; 1 Pet. 2:9-12) 

4. After this, Paul encouraged Timothy regarding the present, and from this warned 

him about the future. Paul encouraged Timothy to keep faith and a good 

conscience, because if he abandoned them, he would be sure to stray from the 

truth. How can we, as believers ,ensure our faith is kept strong and that our 

consciences remain good? 

(For further reading: 2 Cor. 7:10; Heb. 3:12-14; 10:19-25) 

5. In verses 12-17, Paul marvelled at the grace of God that saved him, the worst of 

sinners. Have you ever felt like your sin is too great for God’s mercy? What 

should be our response when faced with this doubt?


