From Loss to Laughter (Genesis 20:1-21:7)

Abraham Stumbles in Faith (Again) (21:1-2]
God Rebukes Abimelech (21:3-7)

The Philistines Fear God (21:8)

Abimelech Rebukes Abraham (21:9-10)
Abraham Defends Himself (21:11-13)
Abimelech Restores and Is Restored (21:14-18]

Isaac Is Born

a. The Lord's Visitation (21:1)

b. The Son's Birth (21:2)

c. The Father's Obedience (21:3-4)
d. The Miracle Celebrated (21:5-7)

Truths for Today

a. Patience
b. Miracles

c. Providence



What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find
most helpful, most challenging, or most troubling? Please explain.

a.

We may question how Abraham made the same mistake twice
(especially after divine intervention). Have you messed up twice (or
more) in very similar ways? Discuss.

What does this tell us about Abraham? About ourselves?

Can you share a story about a time God rescued you from your
own foolishness, like He did with Abraham in today’s passage?

Galatians 4:28 says that we who are saved, are, like Isaac, children of
promise.

a.

Isaac’s birth was highly anticipated. In what ways were the new
“sons of promise” desperately anticipated by God's people? What
areas of brokenness were we anticipated to be addressed?
(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Jeremiah 11:6-8; Isaiah 59:2; Psalm 119:136)

Isaac’s birth was miraculous. In what ways is our new birth
miraculous? (Ezekiel 36:25-28; Colossians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:23-25)

How does the miracle that God performed in the hearts of His New
Covenant people meet and fulfill the desperate anticipation of the
Old Covenant?

Have you seen your new birth as the fulfillment of an ancient
promise? If Isaac’s birth was met with laughter of joy, how should
we respond to our second birth? What could help you have (or
grow in) this perspective?

Some miracles that the people of God have or expect today have been
promised to all of His children. Some miracles that God gives some of
His people are not promised to everybody.

a.

How can we biblically discern what miracles are promised, and
which are not?

What's different about hoping for a promised miracle, and praying
for an un-promised miracle? What's the same? Try sharing
examples.

What is an "impossible" area in your life where you're hoping for a
miracle? Pray for one another.



