
 
A. Introduction (v. 7) 

B. Question (v. 8) 

C. Covenant 

1. The Animals (vv. 9-11) 

2. The Presence (v. 12) 

3. The Future (vv. 13-16) 

4. The Blood Path (v. 17) 

5. The Promise (vv. 18-21) 

D. The Cross (Romans 5:6-10) 

To Cut a Covenant  (Genesis 15:7-21)



1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 
challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. a.    In your journey of faith, how open have been to questioning what you don’t  
      understand? 

b. How would you describe the relationship between honest questions and genuine 
faith? When does questioning go too far? 

c. Read John 6:60-69. Do you think the twelve disciples understood Jesus’ words better 
than everybody else. If not, why did they stay with Jesus? 

d. What can we learn or apply from this today? 

3. a.    How would you answer the question, “Why didn’t God let Abram’s descendants stay  
       in the land? Why send them all the way to Egypt and back over a 600 year period?” 

b. How do the following passages help answer this question? Exodus 6:6-7; 7:5; 8:10, 22, 
9:14, 16; 14:4, 17-18; Joshua 2:9-11; 2 Samuel 7:22–23. 

c. How might this perspective be important (even transformative) in your life today? 

4. a.    Compare John 3:16 with 1 John 3:16. How are they connected? How are they different? 

b. Consider what the following passages say about suffering like or with Jesus for the 
sake of others: Col 1:24-25; 2 Cor 1:3-6, 4:8-12; 2 Tim 2:10. 

c. How does all this help us understand the meaning or application of Matt 16:24-25? 

d. Where in your life is God already giving you the opportunity to show sacrificial love 
to others? 

e. Where in your life today might God be inviting you to show sacrificial love to others? 
How will you respond? 

f. Take some time to pray for each other: that God might give you a strong sense of 
His love for you, shown on the cross, and that this love will spill over into a Jesus-
shaped life of love for others.


