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RECAP
◦God spoke to His people before the exile 
through the prophets, warning them to repent

◦God’s people did not turn from their ways, and 
therefore, they were sent into exile

◦Even through and after the exile, God had 
spoken hope to His people through the 
prophets, warning that He would come to judge, 
but also to save, and bring all nations to Himself



WRITINGS

◦Job

◦Ruth

◦Psalms

◦Proverbs

◦Ecclesiastes

◦Song of songs

◦1-2 Chronicles

◦Lamentations

◦Daniel

◦Ezra-Nehemiah

◦Esther



WRITINGS

◦A mixed bag; Includes poetry, wisdom, prophecy, 
history, reflection on history, and sub-narrative (side 
stories) within history

◦The utility of the writings; We do learn a ton 
about God and His plan in the books of history, 
however; If the historical narrative (generally) shows 
us what God is doing, the writings show us who
God is (more explicitly), and our relationship to Him 
(general statement).





JOB

◦ WHO: Job, The LORD, “The Satan” (accuser), Job’s friends and family

◦ WHAT: The Lord allows Satan to test Job’s faithfulness to God through 

taking away blessing

◦ WHERE: The land of UZ (south east of the Jordan River)

◦ WHEN: Unknown; most speculate that Job lived before Israel was 

formed

◦ WHY: To show that the LORD has full right to “give and take away”; to 

show that earthly blessings are not in accordance with obedience; to 

show that God and His ways are much higher than ours



JOB

◦Job 1-2: Job is established as a “righteous man”; 
The Satan is permitted by God to test Job’s 
dedication to God by progressively destroying his 
life.

◦Job 3-42:6: Job’s friends speculate that he sinned 
to deserve suffering, Job questions God, God 
challenges Job’s understanding

◦Job 42:7-17: The Lord rebukes Job’s friends, and 
restores all of Job’s health, family, and possessions





RUTH

WHO: Naomi, Ruth the Moabite, Boaz

WHAT: The story of an Israelite family being 
redeemed to carry out the line of the Messiah, 
through a Moabite

WHERE: Israel

WHEN: “In the days of the judges…”

WHY: To show God’s resolve to bring about His 
promised Messiah; To show God uses the least of all 
to accomplish His will; To show God’s hand in the 
ordinary



RUTH

◦Ruth 1: Naomi (an Israelite) moves to Moab with 
family due to famine; When widowed, Naomi 
returns to Israel with her Moabite daughter in-law

◦Ruth 2-3: Ruth meets Boaz, Naomi’s family 
redeemer, and asks him to marry her to “redeem” 
Naomi’s line

◦Ruth 4: Boaz redeems Ruth, and has children with 
her, which eventually produces king David





PSALMS

◦WHO: The Psalms have many authors, but the contents 
are focused around YHWH, and his covenant people 
Israel
◦WHAT: The Psalms are a collection of poetry, of all kinds, 
celebrating God, mourning sin and failure, and looking 
forward to a better leader of God’s people
◦WHERE: The Psalms were written in Israel
◦WHEN: Uncertain, as many Psalms are anonymous; likely 
from the time of Moses to some time after the exile
◦WHY: To show God’s people how we are to relate to 
Him in different occasions; To show God’s attributes in 
great detail; To direct us to a better king to come



PSALMS

◦IMPORTANT: While almost every Psalm is 
pointing towards Christ somehow, they 
always have immediate meaning to the 
authors. If we miss this, we will probably 
miss how Christ fulfills the Psalms



PROVERBS

◦WHO: Mostly written by King Solomon

◦WHAT: A collection of wisdom for God’s people to 
think on, submit to, and live by

◦WHERE: Written in Israel

◦WHEN: Written during the reign on Solomon, but 
applicable at all times to all people

◦WHY: “Wisdom calls out…” For God’s people to 
“get wisdom!” by listening to and obeying God’s 
Word



PROVERBS

◦ IMPORTANT: While the proverbs give us a blueprint for living 
in God’s world, with “set laws” of input and output, they are 
not promises. E.g.) One may “train up a child in the way they 
should go” (Proverbs 22:6), and the child still may depart from 
the Lord. The proverbs give us a pattern to thrive in God’s 
world, but this is not exempt from divine intervention, or 
circumstances
◦ Lesson: Wisdom does not apply itself. Solomon asked the 

Lord for wisdom, and received much wisdom, but failure to 
obey and apply it led to sin and misery
◦Proverbs 30:2-6: The attitude to approach the wisdom of 

God with.



ECCLESIASTES

◦WHO: Likely King Solomon authored Ecclesiastes

◦WHAT: Can be seen as a counter balance to 
proverbs; Points out the meaninglessness and 
disappearing nature of most things people live for

◦WHERE: Likely written in Israel
◦WHEN: Likely during the reign of Solomon but is 
applicable everywhere at all times
◦WHY: To take away our hunger for pointless things, 
and need for control in this life



ECCLESIASTES

◦Meaningless, meaningless = “Vapor, vapor…..”

◦ IMPORTANT: The author is not trying to 
communicate that everything is ultimately 
meaningless. The book is meant to help us stop 
focusing on things of earth that we can not control, 
and place our effort in what we can do, “Fear God 
and keep His commands – This is the whole duty of 
humans”



SONG OF SONGS

◦WHO: Song “Of Solomon” may mean a song 
written about Solomon
◦WHAT: A poem of sexual intimacy between a man 
and a woman, longing for, and calling back and 
forth to one another, pursuing each other

◦WHERE: Written in Israel

◦WHEN: Written during or after the reign of king 
Solomon

◦WHY: 3 views:



SONG OF SONGS
◦ To represent the desire between God and His people 

perusing one another to be united (YHWH and Israel, Christ 
and the church)

◦ To represent a true vision of love with “garden of Eden” 
imagery, displaying a relationship without the corruption of 
sin, giving us hope for the world to come

◦ Exactly what it seems like: a poem meant to educate God’s 
people with a proper view of intimacy

◦All 3?





CHRONICLES

◦WHO: All of the “main characters” of Scripture; begins 
with a genealogy beginning with Adam
◦WHAT: Chronicles is a re-cap of the Old Testament told 
with “rose colored glasses”. Chronicles does not lie, or 
totally revise history, but selectively tells the story of 
God’s people in a way meant to give the generations 
after the exile hope, and motivation to obey God
◦WHERE: Mostly Israel
◦WHEN: Covers from Adam to the end of the Exile
◦WHY: To give God’s people hope, and a historical 
example to follow in returning from exile





LAMENTATIONS

◦WHO: Israel in Babylon

◦WHAT: A “lament” for Israel’s state in exile. Focuses on 
Israel’s oppression and pain while in exile, in contrast to 
the blessing they enjoyed in Israel

◦WHERE: Babylon

◦WHEN: During the exile

◦WHY: To show the consequences of disobeying the 
covenant; God is not only faithful to bless, but also to 
judge; To validate suffering and mourning as a human 
experience meant to drive us towards God



DANIEL
◦WHO: Daniel, an Israelite under Babylonian exile, and 

interpreter of Dreams
◦WHAT: Follows Daniel as he stays faithful to God under 

oppression from the Babylonians. Focuses on many visions 
which display a pattern of God’s people being oppressed by 
powers that be, but ultimately saved and liberated by a figure 
called the “son of man” whom all nations will worship and 
obey one day as a king 
◦WHERE: Babylon
◦WHEN: The Exile
◦WHY: To give God’s people hope when they are discouraged 

or oppressed by earthly powers, that one day His Messiah will 
rule the earth forever, and all nations will obey Him.





EZRA-NEHEMIAH
◦WHO: God’s people Israel, Zerubbabel, Ezra, Nehemiah
◦WHAT: As Israel is released form Exile by the grace of 
God, they return to rebuild the temple (Zerubbabel), 
establish God’s law among His people again (Ezra), and 
rebuild the walls of Jerusalem (Nehemiah); None of this 
fixes Israel’s heart
◦WHERE: Israel
◦WHEN: The end of the exile
◦WHY: To show God’s faithfulness in preserving 
Abrahams people through exile; To show that God’s 
people need new hearts, as nothing He does for them 
can make their hard hearts love and obey Him



ESTHER

◦WHO: Esther a Jew, Mordecai, King of Persia

◦WHAT: The only book in Scripture that does not mention 
God by name; Follows Esther a secret Jew, as she 
‘accidentally’ ends up as the queen of Persia. This ends 
up saving the Jews yet under exile from certain death.

◦WHERE: Under Persian exile

◦WHEN: About 100 years after the exile began to end; 
not all Jews had returned home to Israel yet

◦WHY: Shows God’s hand providentially working in 
ordinary circumstances; Shows God’s covenant 
faithfulness to preserve His people by acting in history



PSALMS

◦Groups: Break off into groups, and read Psalm 72. 
Answer the following questions
◦How does this Psalm point to someone who will fulfill the 
promise to Abraham that all nations would be blessed 
through his seed?
◦How does this Psalm point to a fulfillment of the promise 
made to David that his “son” would rule over God’s 
people?
◦The psalm clearly connects these two promises. How 
does the psalm show these promises “helping” one 
another to be fulfilled?



COVENANT CONNECTIONS

◦Covenants are not separate from 
each other: The Covenants build on 
one another to accomplish God’s plan, 
and bring the promise of a Messiah to 
fulfillment.



COVENANT CONNECTIONS
◦ Creation Covenant: God’s people could have perfect dominion 

over creation, and relationship with God if they obeyed perfectly
◦Noahic Covenant: Renews creation covenant; Establishes 

consistent pattern for earth, so that the rest of the story can 
happen
Abrahamic Covenant: Establishes a family/people to begin 
working the restoration of Eden
◦Mosaic Covenant: Reveals God’s good and just standards to 

these people
◦Davidic Covenant: Promises a king to take these standards and 

execute or enforce them perfectly over the whole earth, bringing 
peace and justice everywhere, blessing all nations
◦ Promised New Covenant: The promise that the people under 

this king will have new hearts to love His rule and obey His 
commands, so that the earth one day turns back into Eden, and 
we have perfect rule, and relationship


