
A SYNOPSIS OF 
SACRED  

SCRIPTURE



COURSE MATERIAL

◦Summaries and main ideas from each book/section 
of the Bible

◦The progression of God’s plan for the world and 
salvation through the covenants

◦“Sections” will be tackled in the format of the 
Hebrew divisions (Pentateuch, Former Prophets, 
Latter Prophets, Writings, Gospels, and Acts + 
Epistles)



COURSE GOALS

◦To give an understanding and familiarity to each 

book/section of Scripture

◦To understand how the parts fit into the whole

◦To understand what the Covenants are “doing” in 

God’s economy of salvation



COVENANT OVERVIEW

4000 BC.

•Adamic: 
Covenant 
of creation

3000 BC.

•Noahic: 
Renewal of 
creation 
covenant

2150 BC.

•Abrahamic
: God 
promises a 
people 

1500 BC.

•Mosaic: 
God sets 
apart His 
people

1000 BC.

•Davidic 
Covenant: 
God 
promises 
an eternal 
king

30 AD.

•New 
Covenant: 
God reigns 
over His 
people in 
Jesus



THE PENTATEUCH

GENESIS o EXODUS o LEVITICUS o NUMBERS o DEUTERONOMY



GENESIS

◦Creation/Creation Covenant (Genesis 1:1; 26-28, 2:16-17)

- Adam and Eve to be representatives as God’s image (priests) on 

earth

- Requires obedience on Adam and Eve’s part

- God’s presence in the garden with them (temple)

◦ Fall/Curse/Exile (Genesis 3:6; 14-19; 23)

- Cast out of God’s presence (the first exile)

◦Promise (Genesis 3:15)



GENESIS

◦Flood/ Noahic Covenant (5:29, 6:5-7, 8:21-9:2, 9:8-13)

- Noah expected to be the promised seed? (5:29)

- Provides context of stability for God’s future dealings

with humanity.

- Renews God’s covenant with Adam and Eve

- “Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill the earth”

- Humans are still wicked after the flood (as seen at Babel), 

so where will salvation come from?



GENESIS
◦Abraham Called (Genesis 12:1-3)

- Recurring theme of fruitfulness and multiplication (I will    

make of you a great nation)

- God setting apart a new land to dwell with His people in

- Abraham as a “new Adam” beginning a people to bless  

the earth instead of curse it

- The beginning of the reversal of the curse through 

Abrahams family



GENESIS
◦Abrahamic Covenant (Genesis 15:5-7)

- God only required faith of Abraham (15:6), but the faith 

led to action, to go out and poses the land

- God is begging a movement that will exceed the land of 

Canaan (as numerous as the stars)

- God depends the covenant on Himself (15:8-10;17-18)

- Sign of covenant (circumcision) in Ch. 17 to remind Abraham’s 

family that their fruitfulness on earth is a gift from God

- Abraham lives to see a down payment of the promise; Isaac



GENESIS
◦God names His people Israel

- Genesis 32:24-28; Abrahams blessing passed to 
Jacob, or “Israel”

Joseph, Jacobs son (37-50)
- Joseph is sold into slavery by His brothers, 
who despise him
- Joseph is made great in Egypt, and God uses him 
to provide during famine
- This brings Josephs brothers, (the sons of Israel) to 
Egypt, where they will now reside
-Jacob blesses each of his sons, the heads of the 12 
tribes of Israel; Kingly prophecy (49:10)



GENESIS

◦Now what?

God has established a family and a 
people through Abrahams seed, but 
they are not in the land promised to 
them? Rather, they are in Egypt.



EXODUS

◦God’s people enslaved in Egypt

- The children of Israel grew in number, so the 
Egyptians enslaved them out of fear

- Moses, a Hebrew, adopted by the daughter of the 
Pharaoh

- Moses sees the abuse of His brethren, kills an 
abusive Egyptian, and flees to Midian



EXODUS
◦God commissions Moses

- God hears the cry of His people (Exodus 3), and commissions 
Moses to speak on behalf of God to command that Pharaoh 
let the Israelites go

God reveals His name to Moses

- Exodus 3:13-15: YHWH, God’s covenant name to His people

- “God of Abraham Isaac and Jacob” is meant to remind the 
people of God’s promise to Abraham that He has sworn to 
carry out through Abrahams seed, Israel

- Exodus 4:22; Israel is God’s son, continuing theme of God 
creating a new Adam, beginning to fulfill the Covenant with 
Abraham



EXODUS

◦Plagues and the Passover (7-12)

- God brings 10 plagues on Egypt until Pharaoh 
repents and lets Israel free

- Last plague: death of the firstborn, including 
Pharoah’s son

- God’s people can be preserved from this if they 
mark their door with the blood of a sacrificed lamb



EXODUS

◦Crossing and Covenant

- God leads His people miraculously out of Egypt to 
begin their journey to the land promised to 
Abraham

- Israel sustained by God in wilderness, and brought 
to Mount Sinai

- Exodus 19:5-6; Israel is intended to restore God’s 
priestly representation on earth, and restore a 
kingdom which Adam lost



EXODUS

◦Covenant with Israel (Mosaic Covenant)

- 19-24: God lays out basic conditions and laws for 
the covenant: This is a conditional covenant with 
God’s people 

- These laws set Israel apart from other nations with a 
higher standard of justice

- Israel affirms the covenant with God (24:3)



EXODUS

◦God’s presence restored

- 25-31: Details of the tabernacle where the LORD 
will dwell with His people again, restoring Eden

- Still not quite the same, as it is a veiled presence 
due to sin

- As soon as Moses descends the mountain, Israel 
has already broken the covenant, worshiping a 
golden calf (32)



EXODUS

◦Mosaic Covenant renewed, because of God’s 
unchanging character

- Exodus 34:6-7

- Sets up a tension of justice and mercy that will repeat 
throughout Scripture

Tabernacle built

- The place of God’s presence is finally built

- 40:34-35; Moses could not enter, because of His sin and 
God’s glory

- How will God restore His true presence with the people?



LEVITICUS

◦God’s presence still inaccessible

- Leviticus 1:1; God spoke from the tent; Nobody is 
allowed in God’s immediate presence still

- Leviticus is designed to tackle that problem

Key verses: Leviticus 19:2, 26:12

How will Israel be holy, as to enter God’s 
presence?



LEVITICUS

◦Exterior of Leviticus:
- Bookended by certain laws concerning;

- Ritual 
- Priesthood
- Purity of 

- If these laws are kept, the priest can mediate in the 
direct presence of God, restoring relationship with God 
and His people

- Only as long as the people are pure according to these 
laws



LEVITICUS

◦Center of Leviticus: Day of Atonement (16-17)

- Main way God deals with sin of Israel

- One goat is killed to atone for sin

- One Goat is sent away from the camp carrying the 

sin of God’s people with it



LEVITICUS

Leviticus deals with (in part and 
for now) the barrier between 

God and His people due to sin



NUMBERS

◦1-10: Israel prepares to leave Sinai towards the promised 
land

◦Numbers 1:1; What is different now?

◦Numbers 1-4: Israel numbered and arranged
- Tabernacle (God’s presence) in the center of the people
- The numbers may be boring to us but are signs of God’s 

faithfulness to His promise

5-10: 
-More development on the purity laws before God’s people 
leave Sinai
- Departure from Sinai to follow God (in the cloud) into the 
wilderness



NUMBERS

◦11-20: Repetitions of the people grumbling against 
God, and against Moses

- 13-19: Journey through Paran (about halfway to the 
promised land

- 13-14: Spies sent out 

- 14:1-4; Be careful what you wish for

- Moses intercedes: God is merciful to Israel but

- 14:28-32



NUMBERS

◦ 16-21: More repetitions of complaining and 
judgment

◦ Moses forbidden from the promised land

22-24: Balaam’s curses (blessings)

- Recalls God’s promise to Abraham

- Reminds us of a coming king

- While Israel complains against God, He 
protects and blesses them by grace



NUMBERS

◦26-36: Focuses on new generation

- Preparations to enter the land

- New Census of the new generation

- They begin to defeat enemies, and even begin to 
settle into the land

- Land promise to Abraham finding it’s fulfillment

- Book ends with new generation eager to enter the 
land



DEUTERONOMY

◦“Second Law”: Moses’ speeches to the new 
generation about to enter the land, reciting the law, 
and giving encouragement/warning

◦6:4-6: The pinnacle of law keeping among the 
people.

◦Hear = Obey!

◦ Israel must only worship YHWH when they enter the 
land full of idolatry



DEUTERONOMY

◦ 12-26: The Law of God

◦ 28: Blessings and Curses

◦ 30:19: Life or death – Choose Life!

- Moses dies, Joshua is appointed as the new leader.

- Will He faithfully lead God’s people?

- How will God continue this plan to bless every nation?



THE PENTATEUCH

GENESIS o EXODUS o LEVITICUS o NUMBERS o DEUTERONOMY



GROUPS

◦Break off into 5 groups, and discuss the following;

◦What is the main idea of your groups book?

◦How does this book fit into the whole? (What is it 

“doing” in the story of redemption?)


