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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 

challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. Sometimes, the Bible seems to switch topics very suddenly, but things may be more connected 

than meets the eye. What are some clues we can look for to help make these connections? 

3. In our passage, Jesus is not addressing what we do, as much as why we do it. 

a. Think of times you were told “because I told you so” as a child. How did you respond to that 

then? 

b. Today, do you find it easier to do something when you know the reason behind it? Why or 

why not? 

4. Read 1 Corinthians 3:10–15. 

a. What are the connections between this passage and Matthew 6:1-4? What does the 

Matthew passage tell us about the kind of work that will “survive”? 

b. What is the encouragement that Paul gives at the end of this passage about those Christians 

whose work gets all “burned up"? 

c. How does this passage encourage you to be generous and to do good works? 

5. Read 2 Corinthians 8:1–7 and 9:6–15. 

a. What did the generosity of the Corinthian church look like? 

b. What is the promise Paul gives in 9:6-8? How does this compare to what Jesus said in 

Matthew 6:1–4? 

c. What are some opportunities you have to practice being a cheerful giver, following the 

example of the Corinthians? 

6. What do the following passages tell us about seeking man’s approval compared to seeking 

God’s approval? 

a. Matthew 10:26–28 

b. John 5:44 

c. John 12:42-43. 

7. Doing our good works before men can be tempting because it seems to have immediate 
reward. What are some ways, this very week, you can cultivate the faith to please the 
Lord alone?
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