
John Prepares the Way 
Matthew 3:1–12 
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1. What insight, principle, or observation from the message did you find most helpful, most 
challenging, or most troubling? Please explain. 

2. After Malachi prophesied, God did not communicate with Israel for hundreds of years. 
Have you experienced an excruciating silence before? What was that like for you? 

3. On a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 being “totally soft on sin,” and 10 being “judgement 
without mercy,” 

a. How do you tend to react to sin in yourself? Others? 

b. What was the climate of the home you grew up in? 

c. Where do you think John’s message sits on this scale? 

4. Read over again the message that John the Baptist preached in Matthew 3:1-2 & 11-12, 
and cross-reference this with the other Gospels’ telling of John’s message (Mark 1:4, 
7-8; Luke 3:3; John 1:19-34). 

a. What did Matthew mention or highlight that the other Gospel writers did not? 

b. What does this tell us about Matthew’s specific focus in his gospel? 

5. Read Malachi 4:1-5 (the last words of the last prophet before the 400 years of silence) 
and Luke 1:5-17. 

a. What are the connections between the two passages? 

b. What more do we learn about John and Jesus from these passages? 

6. Read 2 Corinthians 7:8-10. 

a. Based on this passage (or others), what are some characteristics of healthy, godly 
repentance in the lives of God’s people? 

b. Are there ways you need to work to develop this kind of repentance in your life? 
What might that process look like, and what would be its fruit? 

7. Matthew was concerned with showing his readers that the Kingdom of God was at 
hand. If you believe in Jesus, you are part of God’s Kingdom, a citizen under our 
heavenly King. 

a. What are some implications of this truth for how we think about and interact with the 
political world, especially in this season? 

b. What is a specific challenge facing you this week? How does it help to consider that 
challenge from the perspective of the kingdom? How will you prepare to face that 
challenge as a citizen of the kingdom?
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