ACTS 2:44-47, 5:12-14
DISCUSSION GUIDE

Here are some questions and thoughts to help guide discussion:

1. What stood out to you from this Sunday’s sermon? Was there anything that was
new to you, or anything that surprised you?

2. We've spent some time in past weeks learning about the church: what it is, what it
does, etc. This Sunday, we learned what a church is—that is, what a local church is.

The first part of the definition we considered is that a church is “a group of
believers in Jesus Christ.” How do we know who is and who is not a believer in
Jesus? Is this a question we should even be concerned with asking? What are
some things we've learned in recent weeks which help answer these two
questions?

3. What is the connection between believing in Jesus and being baptized? What is
the connection between being a part of a church and being baptized?

4. The second part of the definition we looked at is that a church is “a group of
believers in Jesus Christ who assemble together regularly.” Why is it important
that a church assemble together regularly? Why is it not enough for us to only
gather occasionally as the church?

5. How often did the early churches appear to assemble together? See 1
Corinthians 16:2, Acts 20:7, Acts 2:46.

6. The final section of our definition is that a church is “a group of believers in Jesus
Christ who assemble together regularly and who are committed to one
another to be the body of Christ together.”’ What does it mean to commit to
being the body of Christ together? How is this commitment and agreement
expressed? What does this have to do with church membership?

1. Zane Pratt, https://www.imb.org/2016/11/15/what-is-a-church/
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