
Emmanuel Baptist Church May 3, 2020 Small Groups

MATTHEW 18:15–20 
DISCUSSION GUIDE

Here are some questions and thoughts to help guide discussion: 

1. What stood out to you from this Sunday’s sermon? Was there anything that was 

new to you, or anything that surprised you? 

2. This Sunday, we discussed “church discipline,” or, perhaps more accurately, 

“church restoration.” Have you ever experienced or witnessed the process of 

church discipline? How was it carried out, and what was the result of it? What was 

that experience like for you? 

3. Step one in this process is to approach the sinning party on your own, with 

nobody else with you. Would taking this step feel hard to you? What do you 

stand to lose by not doing this when it’s needed? 

4. The third step in this process is to tell the guilty person’s sin to the church, so that 

the gathered assembly can encourage them to repent. Although it would be very 

wise to include the church leadership in the process before telling it to the 

church (so they are not surprised by your announcement and can help lead the 

church through the process), why should the sin be told to the whole assembly 

rather than only to the elders or the deacons or pastor(s)? What does this tell us 

about the nature of the church? 

5. The final step in this process (if the first three have failed) is to treat the sinning 

party like “a gentile or tax collector.” What does it mean to do this? What would 

be a modern-day example of someone being treated like a gentile or a tax 

collector? (See 1 Corinthians 5:10-11, 2 Thessalonians 3:14.) What is the purpose 

and desired result of doing this? 

6. The most important part to remember in church restoration/discipline is that we 

should be as ready to receive it as we should be to administer it. How would you 

respond if someone approached you and confronted you about a sin they said 

you’d been committing? What should our response be in a setting like that? 

What would it look like for us as a church to grow in this regard, being gracious 

and humble givers and receivers of correction?


