
Emmanuel Baptist Church May 10, 2020 Small Groups

MATTHEW 16:19; 18:18-20 
DISCUSSION GUIDE

This week, we considered the “the keys of the kingdom” that Jesus gave to Peter and 

then to the church. We saw that the keys have to do with the authority to affirm (or 

deny) someone’s confession of Jesus, as well as their status as a true confessor of 

Jesus—in other words, to do for others what Jesus did for Peter in Matthew 16:17-19.  

Here are some questions and thoughts to help guide discussion: 

1. What stood out to you from this Sunday’s sermon? Was there anything that was 

new to you, or anything that surprised you? 

2. These passages teach us that the church, as an authoritative embassy of the 

kingdom of heaven, has the important role of “opening the door of the kingdom” 

by affirming our confession of Jesus and our status as a true confessor of Jesus. 

Is that an uncomfortable idea to you? Why or why not? How might God’s word be 

confronting our culture on this issue? 

3. Chances are, we’re more comfortable with the idea of affirming someone and 

opening the door to them (Acts 2:36-47) than we are with the idea of closing the 

door of the kingdom on someone (Acts 8:9-24, Matthew 18:17). Why are both 

important? What might happen if we never used the keys to “bind” or close the 

door of the kingdom on a false confession or a false confessor? 

4. Who is the ultimate authority in a local church? How is that authority expressed? 

How does that encourage you in your role in this local church? 

5. What does it mean to gather “in Christ’s name”? What can we all do to make sure 

that, when we gather, we do so in Christ’s name? 

6. What’s been the biggest take-away from our study in Matthew 16 & 18 these past 

two weeks? How is God leading you to respond to and apply these truths?


